
NDrES AND COMMENTS ON THE 1931 TO 1934 LISTING OF RCA VICTOR'S 

PRE-LP - 33 1/3 RPM. RECORDINGS 

Although the "FIRST SPECIAL DATE FOR LP RECORD AT 33 1/3 RPM" 
(according to the notation in the Recording Books at RCA states) was on 
21 May 1931 due to the company's policy of allocating blocks of numbers 
to different studios and locations in the country, matrix number LBRC-
69642 was not the first number, sequentially speaking that was so 
recorded. 

For purposes of easy reference, however, I have listed records in 
numerical order according to assigned matrix number, regardless of dates. 

The listing is followed by a separate compilation of KNOWN issued 
LP's by series and, where possible, by description of label and other 
distinguishing marks. 

One of the more striking aspects of this series is the variety of 
prefixes used to designate matrix numbers. Most of the meanings of these 
have been deciphered in the course of the preparation of the work from 
which this.listing has been culled, that is, THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF 
RECORDINGS: Part 1: VICTOR which includes every known recording ever 
made by the company from 1900 to 1950, and which I have been preparing 
together with Mr. William R. Moran. However, there are still a few 
unknown uses which I am hoping will be clarified when a more accurate 
Rosetta Stone is discovered. 

Generally speaking, these prefixes can be broken down as follows: 

L - used as a first letter of a matrix no. always indicates LP. 
B - used as a second letter always indicates a 10" record. 
C - used as a second letter always indicates a 12" record. 
RC - used as third and fourth seem to imply the use of RCA 

Victor equipment. 
VE - used in these positions seem to imply the use of Western 

Electric equipment. 
S - used when in the third position (LBSHQ & LCSHQ) and followed 

by the HQ shown, indicates the use of Semi High Quality 
amplifiers. 

M - if used, indicates a transfer from film to wax - but it will 
be noted that for the last 4 numbers listed, it was not 
preceded by the 'L' - yet the books indicate Long Playing 
Transfer. 

Albums were supplied for some sets, both in the Manual and the Auto­
matic sequences, LM the former and LAM the latter. 
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